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So Thomas Marshall and Mary Keith combined nusual qualities for the founding of a family. Great trength of mind both had, and powerful wills; and trough the veins of both poured the blood of daring. 5oth were studious-minded, too, and husband and rife alike were seized of a passion for self-improve-lent as well as a determination to better their cir-umstances. It appears that Thomas Marshall was >y nature religiously inclined;l and this made all the reater harmony between himself and his wife. The physical basis of both husband and wife seems to iave been well-nigh perfect.
Fifteen children were the result of this union, very one of whom lived to maturity and almost all f whom rounded out a ripe old age. Every one of hem led an honorable and successful life. Nearly 11 strongly impressed themselves upon the com-aunity in which they lived.
It was a peculiar society of which this prolific and irile family formed a part, and its surroundings irere as strange as the society itself. Nearly all of Virginia at that time was wilderness,2 if we look upon t with the eyes of to-day. The cultivated parts pere given over almost entirely to the raising of obacco, which soon drew from the soil its virgin trength; and the land thus exhausted usually was Abandoned to the forest, which again soon covered t. No use was made of the commonest and most
1  See infra, chap. n. When Leeds Parish was organized, we find "homas Marshall its leading vestryman.  He was always a stanch tmrchman.
2  Jones, 35; Burnaby, 58. But see Maxwell in William and Mary Col-*,ge Quarterly, xix, 73-103; and see Bruce: Econ., i, 425,427, 585, 587.